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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to paper filed on 10/1/04 , 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 3-20.23-33 and 36-47 . 

3. The drawings filed on 28 January 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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Notice of Allowability 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after allowance or after an Office action under Ex 
Parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213 (Comm'r Pat. 1935). Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, prosecution in this application has been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on 10/01/2004 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/01/04 has been considered 
by the examiner. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 3-20, 23-33 
and 36-47 are allowable upon reconsideration of the prior art. 

The prior art fails to disclose or suggest: 

A filter and method of manufacturing therein, the filter comprising, a reagent consisting 
essentially of at least one reactive functional group covalently bonded to a non-volatile inorganic 
substrate wherein the functional group is an aminopropylsilyl group as a functional group 
(claims 3, 5-9, and 23-31). 

A filter and method of manufacturing therein, the filter comprising, a reagent consisting 
essentially of at least one reactive functional group covalently bonded to a non- volatile inorganic 
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substrate wherein the substrate comprises filter fibers and the reagent is covalently bonded to the 
filter fibers (claims 4 and 27). 

A filter and method of manufacturing therein, the filter comprising, an amino-modified 
silica gel having at least one functional group covalently bonded thereto wherein the functional 
group is an aminopropylsilyl group or an aminopropylsilyl group further substituted on nitrogen 
by one or more aminoalkyl or poly (aminoalkyl) functional groups (claims 10-20 and 32-33). 

The prior art fails to disclose or suggest the method of removing a gaseous component 
from a gas mixture comprising passing the gas mixture in contact with any of the above- 
described filters (claims 36-47). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maribel Medina whose telephone number is (571) 272-1355. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Stanley Silverman can be reached on (571) 272-1358. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
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obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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